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Martin Luther King uses various rhetorical strategies while addressing the masses (Black –Americans) who are out fighting for their freedoms as rightful citizens of America. First, Martin applies logos when he uses terms derived from the Holy Bible to describe the Capital of the USA. He refers to it as a hallowed place to mean that they are gathered there to make a request just like people go to holy places to make prayers when faced by different challenges in life. The black-Americans led by Martin are gathered here to request the Government to serve them with justice. The Government here represents God. The justice that this group is seeking is ending discrimination and segregation (King, 1985). 
Further, he uses biblical allusion to give hope to the people to fight for their rights and freedoms. He says “Mountainous and hilly place shall be leveled." He makes this statement to light the fire of hope in the hearts of the down-trodden black-Americans who are out in the streets fighting for equality in America.  
Secondly, the application of ethos is evident in his speech as he uses a language that appeals to the masses who are suffering the same injustices to hold hands and fight for their constitutional rights. All the people in Martin Luther’s meeting are facing the same difficulties and have come out as one group with the same dream to fight against injustice (King, 1985). Again, Luther makes us of pathos by giving a detailed account of what the blacks living in the USA are facing. The inhuman treatment of blacks by the Whites makes everyone pity the victims of discrimination and segregation.  
Martin Luther’s speech was meant for everyone living in America; the Whites, Black-American and the government. The main message in the address is that the government was letting a percentage of her citizens down for she was supporting discrimination against some people in the great nation whose citizens should live in harmony.
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